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We would like to congratulate all the nominees and winners at the awards.
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Trimble Forestry helps supply 
chain managers in the dynamic 
log industry with real-time data 
for scheduling, control, and 
visibility. They achieve this through 
integrated systems, electronic 
docketing, safety features,  
web access, and reporting.

© 2024, Trimble Inc. All rights reserved. Trimble, the Globe & Triangle logo and 
Connected Forest are trademarks of Trimble Inc., registered in the United States 
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the forest, every step of the way.
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fluidpower.co.nz
0800 FLUID POWER

System Design and Installation | Hydraulic Systems | Compressed Air / Pneumatics / Vacuum 
Hose and Fittings |  Pipe and Tube | Oil Analysis and Conditioning

Proud hydraulic and pneumatic service 
partners for the forestry industry

Kevin’s long-standing part-
nership with Taylors Con-
tracting Co. Ltd. highlights 
his exceptional contribution 
to the industry, a testament 
to his hard work and exper-
tise. Reflecting on his journey 
in the sector, Kevin shared, “I 
inherited my passion for for-
estry from my father, who 
laid the foundation for our 
family business. It’s been a 
privilege to work alongside 
Taylors Contracting for over 
20 years, especially with Mike 
Fahey, the manager whom I 
greatly admire for his hard 
work and dedication.”
Kevin’s close-knit family 
ties are evident in the busi-
ness, with his brother Brian 

and himself taking over the 
family business from their 
father. Today, Kevin’s son 
Bobby (Gareth) has also 
joined the family business, 
marking the continuation of 
a legacy built on dedication 
and hard work. The success 
of AC Palmer & Sons can be 
attributed to their diverse 
business model, which in-
cludes operating three 
gravel trucks full time with 
Taylors Contracting, along 
with trucks carrying fertiliz-
ers and containers. The vast 
roading network plays a vi-
tal role in the region, show-
casing the importance of 
their services in building and 
maintaining infrastructure.

When asked about his mo-
tivation, Kevin expressed, “I 
love the work, it’s my pas-
sion. Whether driving, fixing, 
or washing the trucks, I am 
fully invested in the busi-
ness. It’s not just a job for 
me; it’s a hobby that I enjoy 
every day.”
Recognizing the signifi-
cance of frontline workers in 
the sector, Kevin highlighted 
the importance of events 
like the Top of the South For-
estry Awards. He empha-
sized the forestry industry’s 
unique challenges and the 
dedication required to excel 
in challenging terrains and 
variable commendable of 
those on the ground.

Kevin’s reputation as a safe-
ty-conscious operator and 
consummate professional 
has set him apart in the 
industry, earning him rec-
ognition and respect from 
his peers. His commitment 

to upholding the highest 
standards in health, safety, 
and environmental prac-
tices continues to drive him 
towards excellence, making 
him a trusted partner in the 
forestry sector and beyond.

KEVIN PALMER WINS SKILLED PROFESSIONAL 
OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO FORESTRY SECTOR
AC Palmer & Sons’ very own Kevin Palmer has been recognized as 
the Skilled Professional of the Year for his outstanding dedication 
to excellence, commitment to safety, and proactive approach to 
environmental practices within the forestry sector. 
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Forestry demands 
the best oil and 
lubricants 

Forestry demands 
the best oil and 
lubricants 
Reliable equipment is essential 
in New Zealand’s thriving yet 
challenging forestry industry.
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Proud hydraulic and pneumatic service 
partners for the forestry industry

Congratulations 
to all the winners 

for 2024!

022 081 6329  |  03 928 0475
admin@nmtraffic.nz  |  www.nmtraffic.nz

The forestry industry in New 
Zealand continues to of-
fer a range of exciting ca-
reer opportunities for those 
interested in working with 
nature and sustainable re-
sources. With the recent 
announcement of the TOTS 
Forestry Scholarship for 
2024, the industry is once 
again demonstrating its 
commitment to support-
ing and developing future  
talent.
The scholarship, funded 
by the regional forestry 
awards, offers a generous 
cash grant of $3000 to a 
student or employee within 
the forestry and/or timber 
manufacturing/processing 
industries who is looking to 
enhance their skills, knowl-
edge, and value to their 
employer. 

The recipient of the scholar-
ship is expected to pursue 
a career in specific indus-
try activities within forestry 
and/or timber manufactur-
ing/processing.
This year, six applications 
were received for the schol-
arship, and after careful 
consideration, Zodus Epiha 
was selected as the de-
serving recipient.
Zodus has demonstrated 
a passion and enthusiasm 
for working in the forestry 
industry, and we are con-
fident that this scholarship 
will support his progression 
from the NZ Certificate in 
Forestry Harvesting Opera-
tions (Level 3) to a fulfilling 
career within the industry.
In addition to the scholar-
ship, each applicant has 
received a prize package 

from Nelspecs, a com-
pany that provides com-
munications products and 
solutions for the industry. 
We would like to extend 
our thanks to Nelspecs for 
their support and contribu-
tion to the scholarship pro-
gramme.
Over the next 12 months, we 
will be working closely with 
Zodus to follow his journey 
and provide support as he 
navigates his way into the 

forestry industry. 
We are committed to help-
ing him succeed and believe 
that this scholarship will 
help him achieve his goals 
and aspirations within the  
industry.
For those interested in pur-
suing a career in forestry in 
New Zealand, there are a 
wide range of opportunities 
available, including roles in 
harvesting operations, tim-
ber processing, forest man-

agement, conservation, 
and more. The industry of-
fers rewarding and fulfilling 
careers for those who are 
passionate about working 
with nature and promoting 
sustainability. 
We congratulate Zodus Epi-
ha on being awarded the 
TOTS Forestry Scholarship 
for 2024 and wish him the 
best of luck in his future en-
deavours within the forestry 
industry.

SCHOLARSHIP 
NEW INITIATIVE 
TO TOTS REGION

to upholding the highest 
standards in health, safety, 
and environmental prac-
tices continues to drive him 
towards excellence, making 
him a trusted partner in the 
forestry sector and beyond.
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WINNERS
2024

SEAN GILL
Tasman Forest 
Services Ltd

TRAINEE OF THE YEAR

MJ FRASER LOGGING

TRAINING COMPANY/CONTRACTOR OF THE YEAR

HARLEY HOKIANGA
Tasman Forest 
Services Ltd

FORESTRY & ESTABLISHMENT EXCELLENCE

LIAM NEAL
K E Green Logging Ltd

NZ APPRENTICE OF THE YEAR

JOHN BRUNSDEN
Taylors Contracting Co Ltd

ROADING CIVIL EXCELLENCE

JAMIE ALLEN
Moutere
Management Ltd

HARVESTING EXCELLENCE

BRYCE BORLASE
OneFortyOne NZ Ltd

DISTRIBUTION EXCELLENCE

ELLIOTT PAPPS
OneFortyOne NZ Ltd

WOOD PROCESSING & MANUFACTURING EXCELLENCE

KEVIN PALMER & CHRIS DYER
Taylors Contracting Co Ltd
Borlase Transport Ltd

TRUCK DRIVER EXCELLENCE

JIMMY SIMPSON
Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd

BREAKER OUT EXCELLENCE

RUSSELL PARKES
Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd

LOG PROCESSOR EXCELLENCE

NIGEL BRYANT LOGGING LTD
BSW10 Crew

CREW OF THE YEAR

SIOBHAN ALLEN
M&R Forestland 
Management Ltd

WOMAN IN FORESTRY EXCELLENCE

MJ FRASER LOGGING LTD

OUTSTANDING HEALTH & SAFETY MANAGEMENT

ANNA BATTY
M&R Forestland 
Management Ltd

OUTSTANDING ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

MIKE FAHEY
Taylors Contracting Co Ltd

JORDON SIME
MJ Fraser Logging Ltd

HERO OF THE INDUSTRY  |  SPECIAL AWARD GOOD DEED AWARD  |  SPECIAL AWARD

DC EQUIPMENT LTD
Moutere Management Ltd

INNOVATION EXCELLENCE

KEVIN PALMER
TAYLORS CONTRACTING CO LTD

TOTS SKILLED PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

This award recognises an 
individual for leading in their 
field of expertise, demonstrating 
excellence in professional skills, 
attitude & attributes recognised by 
their peers and employers and of 
genuine good character.

�     Tim Cuff Photography

DARREN SWAN
Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd

TREE FALLER - MANUAL EXCELLENCE

MATHEW JOHNSON
Kelly Logging

TREE FALLER - MECHANISED EXCELLENCE

Tasman District Council 
congratulates Kelly Logging 
for winning the Outstanding 
Environmental Management Award.

Often faced with challenging harvest jobs, they always maintain 
the best environmental outcomes, genuinely understanding and 
caring about the impact they can control on site.
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caring about the impact they can control on site.

Tasman District Council 
congratulates Kelly Logging 
for winning the Outstanding 
Environmental Management Award.

Often faced with challenging harvest jobs, they always maintain 
the best environmental outcomes, genuinely understanding and 
caring about the impact they can control on site.

Tasman District Council 
congratulates Anna Baty from 
M&R Forestland Management 
for winning the Outstanding 
Environmental Management Award.

“Anna is passionate about her work. Her can-do attitude enables 
her to coach and inspire people on the ground to achieve outcomes 
driving positive change within her company and contractors.”

Stuart Smith

Contact
Blenheim Office

Amberley Office

22 Scott Street, Bleheim
03 579 3204

103A Carters Road, Amberley
03 314 7441

stuart.smithmp@parliament.govt.nz
stuartsmith.national

Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by Stuart Smith, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

MP for Kaikōura Electorate

Tasman Pine Forest are proud to be a 
sponsor of the TOTS Forestry Awards

P. 03 541 7000  •  E. info@tasmanpine.co.nz  
www.tasmanpine.co.nz
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QUALIFIED WELDERQUALIFIED WELDER

GENERAL ENGINEERINGGENERAL ENGINEERING

ON-SITE MAINTENANCEON-SITE MAINTENANCE

PLANT/MACHINERY PLANT/MACHINERY 
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

Jared Gray  027 511 9322Jared Gray  027 511 9322
broadengineering@yahoo.com
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Providing quality 
helicopter services 
to the top of the South 
Island since 1979

Phone: 03 578 9684 (7 Days)
Email: info@marlheli.co.nz
www.marlboroughhelicopters.com

Specialists in agricultural 
and forestry aviation

The equipment and experience 
to get the results you need

TDC Approved
contractor

In everything we do, we believe in strategy, 
thinking differently, and no surprises.  

By using experience and technology we happen 
to deliver exceptional results.

Check out our “No Surprises” solutions at  
www.aspecthub.co.nz 021 502 429

•  Harvest Planning
•      3D Road and 

Landing Design
•   Road and Landing  

Construction
•  Forest Maintenance

•   Vegetation Fire  
Management 

•  Land Preparation
•  Mechanised Planting
•   Optimised Project 

Management

Starting as a labourer in Ngamu For-
est, Doug’s dedication and passion 
for the industry have been evident 
at every stage of his esteemed ca-
reer. As a Golden Downs Woodsmen 
in 1982, Doug’s exceptional techni-
cal skills and commitment to sup-

porting and training his colleagues 
set him apart as a standout leader 
in the field. His compassion, willing-
ness to advocate for others, and 
unique training style garnered Doug 
respect and admiration from all who 
had the privilege of working along-

side him. In the role of a trainer for 
Carter Holt Harvey in the Kinleith 
region, Doug’s reputation for ex-
cellence and emphasis on safety 
distinguished him as a leader in 
the industry. His innovative train-
ing approach, requiring individu-
als to earn their units through 
hard work and dedication, reso-
nated with contractors and train-
ees, showcasing Doug’s genuine 
care for people and determina-
tion to enhance safety practices. 

During challenging times, such 
as the windthrow events in 2004 
and 2008, Doug’s leadership 
and forward-thinking solutions 
proved indispensable. Through 
his advocacy for improved 
safety measures in felling and 
logging practices, Doug signifi-
cantly contributed to the indus-
try’s progress and helped miti-
gate the risk of serious injuries. 
Doug’s involvement in pioneer-
ing initiatives like the develop-
ment of winch assist technology 
further cements his legacy as a 
game-changer in the industry. As 
a Bush Inspector, Doug continued 
to drive safety advancements 
and promote best practices 
among crews, leaving a lasting 
impact on the sector. His unwa-

vering dedication, exceptional lead-
ership, and sincere commitment to 
the industry and its workforce make 
Doug McLeod a deserving recipient 
of the Hall of Fame award. Congrat-
ulations for this well-deserved rec-
ognition of their outstanding contri-
butions and lasting influence on the  
forestry industry.

DOUG MCLEOD INDUCTED INTO HALL OF FAME 
Doug McLeod has been honoured with induction into the 
Hall of Fame for his remarkable impact on forestry in the 
Top of the South Region and beyond, solidifying his status 
as a true pioneer in the forestry industry. 

TOTS HALL OF FAME

UDC proudly supports those that have made the cut, 
and congratulates all nominees and winners of this 
year’s Top of the South Forestry Awards. We’re proud to 
be long term supporters of the forestry sector and we’re 
here to help when you need it.

Visit udc.co.nz/localteam  |  UDC Finance Limited

TALK TO YOUR LOCAL TEAM MEMBER TODAY

A CUT 
ABOVE.

Aaron Robertson
027 451 0780

Issac Hayes
021 226 5372

TOTS Forestry Ad 18x13cm 25.07.24.indd   1TOTS Forestry Ad 18x13cm 25.07.24.indd   1 25/07/2024   9:08:31 am25/07/2024   9:08:31 am

Hall of Fame was sponsored by  
Borlase Transport.
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NOMINEE BUSINESS
MJ Fraser Logging Ltd
Adam Schultz
Andrew Wallace
Andy Davis
Andy Gillispie
Anna Batty
Brad Biggs 
Brad Smith 
Bryce Borlase 
BSW10 Crew
Chris Dyer
Connor Barton 
Connor Berkett
Daniel Jenkins
Darren Swan
DC Equipment Ltd
Elliott Papps
Endurance Logging 
Faron Hollan
Glen Holmwood 
Graeme Tuck
Hamish Vallance
Harley Hokianga
Jacob Ching 
Jacqui Cress
Jacquie Boer
Jaden Roeske
James Chandler
James Mackel 
James Quinn 
Jamie Allen 
Jared Spinner
Jason Nicholls 
Jayd Cosmatos 
Jimmy Simpson
Jo Field

Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd
Heagney Bros Ltd
Moutere Management Ltd
MCH
M&R Forestland Management Ltd
Berkett Contracting 
Prolam 
OneFortyOne
Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd
Borlase Transport Ltd
Prolam
MJ Fraser Logging Ltd
K E Green Logging Ltd
Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd
Moutere Management Ltd
OneFortyOne

MJ Fraser Logging Ltd
MJ Fraser Logging Ltd
Moutere Logging Limited
Heagney Bros Ltd
TFSL
Taylors Contracting Co Ltd  
Heagney Bros Ltd
Taylors Contracting Co Ltd  
Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd
Tumeke Loggers 
Hightrack Harvesting Limited
Tasman Pine Forests 
Moutere Management Ltd
Moutere Management Ltd
Prolam
Burson Logging 
Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd
OneFortyOne

NOMINEE BUSINESS
John Brunsden
Jordan Sime
Josh Kelly
Keegan Pomeroy 
Kelly Logging – K1 830
Kelly Logging
Kevin Palmer
Kinzett Forestry Limited
Leanne Cook
Leslie Smith
Liam Neal
Logan Whitwell
Mathew Johnson
Mel McCuish 
Mike Fahey 
MJ Fraser Logging Ltd
Moutere Logging Ltd
Nick Chin
NMH Crew
Pamela Milliken
Paul Osnabrugge
Ricky Hovenden
Robert Appletons
Russell Parkes
Ryan Green
Sally Milton
Sam Stuart
Sean Gill
Siobhan Allen
Steve Thompson Ltd 
Tamara Eggers
Taylor Antonievic 
Taylors Contracting
Wesley Verboom
Willie Waldron

Taylors Contracting Co Ltd  
MJ Fraser Logging Ltd
Kelly Logging
Moutere Management Ltd

Taylors Contracting Co Ltd  
Kinzett Forestry Limited
MJ Fraser Logging Ltd
Mike Edridge Contracting
K E Green Logging Ltd
Prolam
Kelly Logging
PF Olsen 
Taylors Contracting Co Ltd  
MJ Fraser Logging Ltd
Moutere Management Ltd
Tasman District Council
Moutere Management Ltd
Schroder Hill
SDT
Stuart Drummond Transport
ATN
Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd
Greens Logging
Hightrack Harvesting Limited
Moutere Management Ltd
TFSL
M&R Forestland Management Ltd
Steve Thompson Ltd 
TFSL - Stuart Drummond Transport
Prolam
Taylors Contracting Co Ltd  
Prolam
C&W Logging
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The Professional Forest Management Company
of Choice.

PF Olsen is the leading provider of independent
professional forestry services in New Zealand.

Contact us now for all your forest management needs:
• Harvest management and log marketing

• Forest establishment and tending
• Forest valuations

• Due diligence on forest purchases/sales
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The Professional Forest Management 
Company of choice

PF Olsen is the leading provider of independent 
professional forestry services in New Zealand.

Contact us now for all your forest management needs:
• Harvest management and log marketing

• Forest establishment and tending
• Forest valuations 

• Due diligence on forest purchases/sales
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Thank you to all our sponsors
This event would not be possible without your support

NEW ZEALAND

GOLD SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS BRONZE SPONSORS

Te Uru Rākau New Zealand Forest Service

Specialist in Forest Harvesting in 
the Nelson and Tasman region

Phone Mike on 0274 458 384

Providing a professional, quality service since 1972

Skilled Professional of the Year 2024 
(sponsored by Top of the South Forestry 
Awards): Kevin Palmer – (AC Palmer & Sons) 
Taylors Contracting Co. Ltd.

Crew of the Year Award – trophy  
(sponsored by TDX):  
BSW10 Crew - Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd.  
Runner-up: Kelly Logging – K1 830 

Outstanding Environmental Management - 
trophy (sponsored by Tasman District Council): 
Anna Baty – M&R Forestland Management. 

Outstanding Health and Safety Management 
Award – trophy (sponsored by DC Equipment):  
MJ Fraser Logging Ltd.

Outstanding Regional Service Performance – 
trophy (sponsored by AB Equipment Tigercat): 
DC Equipment

Good Deed Award - (sponsored by Port 
Nelson): Jordon Sime, MJ Fraser Logging Ltd

TOTS Forestry Hall of Fame: (sponsored by 
Borlase Transport): Doug McLeod – Worksafe 

Hero of the Industry (sponsored by UDC):  
Mike Fahey – Taylors Contracting Co. Ltd.

Forestry & Establishment  
Excellence – certificate  
(sponsored by Tasman Pine Forests Ltd):  
Harley Hokianga – Tasman Forest Services Ltd.

Harvesting Excellence – certificate  
(sponsored by PF Olsen): Jamie Allen – 
Moutere Management Ltd. 

Log Processor Excellence – certificate 
(sponsored by CrediFlex): Russell Parkes – 
Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd.

Truck Driver Excellence – certificate 
(sponsored by NPD):  
Chris Dyer – Borlase Transport Ltd and 
Kevin Palmer – (AC Palmer & Sons)  
Taylors Contracting Co. Ltd.

Distribution Excellence – certificate (Pacific 
Forest Products): Bryce Borlase - OneFortyOne

NZ Apprentice of the Year – certificate 
(sponsored by Taylors Contracting Co Ltd): 
Liam Neal – K E Green Logging Ltd

Roading Excellence – certificate  
(sponsored by OneFortyOne):  
John Brunsden – Taylors Contracting Co. Ltd.

Trainee of the Year – certificate  
(sponsored by Competenz):  
Sean Gill – Tasman Forest Services Ltd.

Training Company/Contractor of the Year – 
certificate (sponsored by OneFortyOne):  
MJ Fraser Logging Ltd.

Tree Faller Excellence (manual) – certificate 
(sponsored by Hauler Engineering):  
Darren Swan – Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd.

Tree Faller Excellence (mechanised) – 
certificate (sponsored by Tasman Heavy 
Diesel): Matthew Johnson – Kelly Logging.

Breaker Out Excellence – certificate 
(sponsored by Tasman Forest Services Ltd): 
Jimmy Simpson – Nigel Bryant Logging Ltd.

Woman in Forestry – certificate 
(sponsored by Total Energies): Siobhan Allen – 
M&R Forestland Management Ltd.

Wood Processing & Manufacturing Excellence 
– certificate (sponsored by Stuart Drummond 
Transport Ltd): Elliott Papps - OneFortyOne.

2024 WINNERS


